
OFFICIAL OPENING 

A. Volker 

Chairman National Committee of the 

International Hydrological Programme, 

The Netherlands 

Mr. "Rector Magnificus" of the Delft University of Technology, 

Professor Van Dam, 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

It is an honour and a pleasure for me to have the opportunity of 

performing the official opening of the 9th Salt Water Intrusion Meeting, 

SWIM. 

I am happy to do this as Chairman of the National Committee for the 

Netherlands of the International Hydrological Programme (IHP), a pro

gramme of international cooperation in the field of hydrology under the 

leadership of Unesco. 

The salt water intrusion into aquifers is a narrow topic but it is of 

great practical significance. It is a narrow topic because it is dealing 

with only a small part of the hydrological cycle. For the people in the 

densely populated coastal areas this topic plays an important role in 

the supply of fresh water for domestic, industrial and agricultural 

purposes. 

The National Committees for the IHP of the seven countries where you 

have been meeting so far have co-sponsored your meetings and have coope

rated in their organization. At the same time these committees are par

ticipating in the framework of the IHP in projects in the field of the 

hydrology of coastal areas, including theground-water component. 

Thus in IHP II (1981 - 1983) a project was included dealing with 

"Ground-water studies in coastal areas". Because of its practical signi

ficance coastal hydrology was recognized as a priority area and another 
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project A 4.4.4 was aiming at an inventory of the research needs on the 

rational utilization and management of water resources in coastal areas. 

As a result the programme of the third phase of the International Hydro

logicical Programme (IHP III 1984 - 1989) comprises under the general 

heading of "Hydrology of particular regions and land areas" a project 

(4.4) "Hydrology of coastal areas, estuaries and deltas" with the follo

wing specific activities: 

a Working Group with the mandate to prepare guidelines on the study 

of sea-water intrusion into rivers for practising engineers; 

a Worl}ing Group or Reporter with the mandate to prepare a report 

on ground-water management in coastal areas; 

the publication of the report "Ground-water studies in coastal 

areas", foreseen under IHP II. 

Project 4.5 under the same general heading is dealing with the hydrology 

of small islands and aims at a compilation of existing knowledge on 

water balance computations for small islands. 

A third project (4.9) on Comparative Hydrology will give special 

attention to deltas and other low-lying coastal areas. 

Finally a fourth project (10.3), which is dealing with alternative 

methodologies for integrated water resources and management, will be 

based on specific case studies with special reference to coastal areas, 

including estuaries anddeltas. Components of this project are: a study 

on the effectiveness of estuarine water quality models for policy 

analysis and decision-making, the holding of a workshop, and the 

dissemination of information through a regional seminar. 

As you will agree this programme involves a lot of work for many people. 

Support from a meeting like SWIM is most welcome as an important input 

into the compilation of scientifi~ knowledge. 

The ad-hoc type of organization of SWIM has advantages compared with the 

more rigid organization of a large body like the IHP. The existence of 

SWIM demonstrates the needs for meetings on the topic under 

consideration without statutory restrictions. 

Sofar SWIM has been dealing with salt water intrusion in groundwater. I 

hope that at future meetings it will be possible for you to extend the 

subject to seawater intrusion into the surface waters of open river

mouths and estuaries. As I said earlier there exists in the framework of 

IHP (project 4.4) a Working Group on this important topic but there is a 
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need for a forum which can provide information on case studies and 

results of research. 

Our National Committee for the IHP of Unesco is only one of the 

sponsoring organizations of the SWI}f meeting here in the Netherlands. I 

should like to mention the others: 

the Municipal Waterworks of Amsterdam; 

the National Institute for Public Health and Environmental Hygiene; 

the Netherlands Organization for Applied Scientific Research TNO; 

the Netherlands' Waterworks' Testing and Research Institute KIWA; 

the Water Resources Division of the Province of Gelderland; 

the Water Board of Delfland. 

On behalf of all these organizations and on behalf of myself I wish you 

a fruitful and pleasant meeting. 

5 



6 


