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Abstract. The Water Farm is a cooperation of farmers, landowners, municipality, water 

board and residents to manage (receive, store, use, process, deliver) fresh water in the region 

such that no water from elsewhere needs to be invoked. InnovatieNetwerk, TransForum and 

Aequator developed the concept. Rijkswaterstaat and Deltares joined to start a pilot: if a 

Water Farm can be realized, large investments in the water supply can be prevented. The 

waterboard and ZLTO advised Walcheren; an area already independent in the fresh water 

supply and hence a good location to start a pilot. Fresh water is available: precipitation 

surplus, fresh seepage from dunes and some fresh groundwater. However, the farmers 

experience 10-30% drought damage. Groundwater is mainly saline so groundwater wells are 

limited, ditches are saline due to saline seepage and the precipitation surplus is discharged to 

the sea. Climate change predicts an increase of dry periods and models predict salinisation of 

the groundwater. This sense of urgency is felt by the 10 farmers now working together to 

concrete their Water Farm.; During the project the main goal was to establish the feasibility 

and conditions of the formation of the Water Farm. We determined the (geo)hydrological 

feasibility by combining our scientific with the farmers practical knowledge. The economical 

feasibility was determined for each individual entrepreneur. Discussions were held with the 

waterboard, municipality, county estate owners and nature organizations. Results are 

promising for farmers and nature; enough fresh water available, storage possible (in the 

subsoil, in the groundwater or in basins) and by working together, this can be realized. Now, 

the farmers continued the Water Farm Walcheren independently and started with the 
realization of their plans. Making a new Water Farm a success starts with the presence of 

fresh water and a sense of urgency by the entrepreneurs. One key ingredient for the process is 

building up faith by ambassadors from the region, common interests and participation in 

collecting new knowledge. Other important ingredients: cooperating Waterboard, broad 

spectrum of measures (individually as well common) and starting new hydrological research 

to answer practical questions. This last key ingredient has a follow up within ‘Knowledge for 

Climate’: in 2012 a field experiment starts to increase the fresh water lens in the groundwater 

in a sandy creek in winter for irrigation in summer. 
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